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INTRODUCTION 
In addition to the extraction of time series of statistical 
data, the Data Base must inform the user of sources of information, 
methodologies, and other qualitative facts surrounding the numbers. 
These elements are part of the information meta-system and serve to 
inform the user on various aspects of the figures contained in the 
data base. A researcher interested in agricultural statistics in 
any given country can receive a list of the publications that can 
be consulted, and which have been utilized in the preparation of the 
time series stored. The information meta-system therefore provides 
some idea as to the data stored, and can influence the decision to 
access or not to access the data. 
This document will be followed by others of its kind to guide, 
the user to the optimum, use of the numerical contents of the data 
base. The present document seeks to identify the major publications 
and is therefore not exhaustive of the documents in which official 
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